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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement dated January 3, 2003 (Paper No. 5), 
Applicants hereby request entry of the following election. 



ELECTION 

Applicants hereby elect the claims of Group I (claim 1), with traverse . Claim 1 is drawn 
to a method for identifying a platelet clearance antagonist in a first system comprising a chilled 
platelet and a liver macrophage. 



REMARKS 

In response to the Restriction Requirement, Applicants have elected to prosecute the 
claims of Group I (claim 1), with traverse. Having made the foregoing election, Applicants 
expressly reserve the right to file one or more applications on the subject matter of the 
nonelected claims. 
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In the Restriction Requirement, the Examiner asserts that this application contains claims 
directed to 10 distinct inventions. Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner's 
restriction of Groups I-IV and request that the Examiner reconsider the restriction requirement 
and rejoin these restricted groups. The claims of Groups I-IV all are directed to methods for 
identifying a platelet clearance antagonist. While the Examiner is correct in stating that different 
components are utilized in the methods. Applicants respectfully suggest that these claims should 
be examined together because the methods are substantially similar, in that similar components 
are used in the methods. For example, claims 1 and 2 use a liver macrophage (in combination 
with a platelet or platelet ligand, respectively). Claims 3 and 4 use a liver macrophage receptor 
(which would be expected to be the point of interaction with platelet or platelet ligand on the 
liver macrophage as used in claims 1 and 2) in combination with a platelet or platelet ligand. 
Therefore, given the substantial similarity in the subject matter of claims 1-4 (Groups I-IV), the 
searching and examination of these claims would not present an undue burden for the Examiner. 
Accordingly, reconsideration of the restriction of Groups I-IV is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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Sir: 



Transmitted herewith are the following: 

[X] Petition for 2-months Extension 

[X] Response to Restriction Requirement 

[X] Check for $410.00 

[X] Postcard 



If the enclosed papers are considered incomplete, the Mail Room and/or the Application 
Branch is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned at (617)720-3500, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

A check for $410.00 to cover the extension fee enclosed. Please charge any additional 
fee or credit any overpayment to the account of the undersigned. Deposit Account No. 23/2825. 
A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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